ROBERT LIVINGSTON GAVE FIVE THOUSAND ACRES

TO SUFFERERS AFTER THE BURNING OF KINGSTON IN 1777
SOMEWHAT MORE than a century and a half ago, a young man (Richard Montgomery) who had since the age of eighteen been an officer in the English army and had served with distinction in severe conflicts, emigrated to America.  He came to the province of New York to make his home, met and fell in love with a young woman of high family (Janet Livingston), and in 1772 they were married.  They made their home a little back from the Hudson River across from Kingston with every prospect of lifelong happiness.


And then came the Revolution.  The battle of Lexington proclaimed that a struggle between the mother country and her colonies had begun which could only end with the complete subjugation or independence of the latter.  The young man just mentioned was made a member of the Congress of the New York Province which met in 1775.  That Congress made him a general with orders to go with General Schuyler to strike a blow at England by invading Canada.


General Schuyler fell ill, and the entire command of the expedition devolved upon the newly made general and he proved equal to the charge.  Montgomery led his army into Canada, conquering everywhere, until he stood before the defenses of Quebec, where he was joined by another division under Benedict Arnold.  An assault upon the works was made, and Montgomery fell at the head of his column.  In New York City is a monument to his memory erected by the state, and there his remains lie as a memorial to his heroism.


For Janet Livingston there were three years of happiness and then this tragedy.  It is an old story that has been often repeated.  And this tells you the circumstances leading to the origin of the Janet Montgomery Tract, Great Lot 40, Hardenburgh Patent.


Robert Livingston came to possess several lots of the aforesaid patent.  These lots descended to his only son, Robert R. Livingston, who seems to have had a large family.  He made no division of his lands among his children and his eldest son, also named Robert, in 1779 proceeded to make the allotment.  He prepared twelve slips of paper and separated the lands into twelve portions and numbered the slips accordingly.  Then there was a drawing and Janet Livingston Montgomery drew one slip for what is known as the Janet Montgomery Tract.  And this is how it is described in the county clerk's office at Delhi.

The starting point is the northwest corner of the 5000 acre tract known as the New Kingston Tract and which was donated by Robert Livingston for the benefit of the sufferers who were made destitute when Kingston was burned by the British in 1777.  From there the line runs over through Bragg Hollow to Pacatakan River at the lower edge of Halcottville.  From Halcottville the line follows up the river to the old Desbrosses line, follows that line westward until it strikes the Fishkill River near Bloomville and then goes down the river towards Delhi until the tract is 198 chains wide and then turns and runs parallel with the Desbrosses line until it again touches the New Kingston Tract.  From there it follows along the New Kingston line to the starting point.  The whole tract would comprise something over twenty thousand acres.

Looking at the map published by the Conservation Commission, I note that the tract was cut up into small lots numbered as high as 123 which is mainly owned by William Elliott.  The lots run from 100 to over 200 acres each.  Away back as far as Delaware County records go, I find that Janet Montgomery sold or leased these lots to different individuals and later that lots in this same tract were leased or sold by other persons - always Livingstons.  From this I infer that she never married again and that she had no children as heirs.  Doubtless those who sold or leased these later lots were brothers or sisters or sisters-in-law.

Here are some of the lots owned in this vicinity: lot 118, John Tuttle; lot 119, Robert Ingles; lot 120, James T. Elliott (now J. William Elliott); 85 and part of 84,   Frank Long (Douglas Condon){Thomas Winter’s farm} parts 82, 83, and 86,    George Robertson (-now Kenneth Robertson) 89 and 96, Harry O'Connor; 91, Thomas Ingles; 92, James Miller (the Harold Everitt farm).  And that is as far as I dare go for fear I may get them wrong.  

